
   
 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Energy Partnership Chile-Alemania (EP) 

Context and background 

The German-Chilean Energy Partnership (EP) became 

operational in Berlin on April 9, 2019 through the signing 

of the Memorandum of Understanding by the Federal 

Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Climate Action, 

(BMWK and the Chilean Ministry of Energy. The main 

focus of the energy partnership is to make greater use of 

renewable energies and to increase energy efficiency.  

Electricity consumption in Chile has quadrupled since the 

beginning of the 1990s. Accordingly, the expansion of 

conventional power plants and growing consumption of 

fossil fuels have led to significantly higher greenhouse gas 

emissions. Approximately 70% of the energy consumed 

stems from fossils like coal, crude oil and natural gas, and 

must be imported.  Chile's commitment to climate 

protection under the Paris Agreement and its national 

greenhouse gas reduction targets (NDC) require a 

transformation of the system. According to its energy 

strategy, Chile pledges to cut its CO2 emissions/GDP by 

30% by 2030 as compared to 2007. In the context of 

decarbonization, Chile decided in January 2018 to gradually 

phase out coal. The first eight coal-fired power plants are 

to be shut down by 2024 and by 2040, the proportion of 

coal in the energy matrix is expected to reach zero.  

As the first South American OECD country (joining in 

2010) and president of the COP25 in December 2019, 

Chile is playing a leading role in Latin America's energy and 

climate sector.   

Chile has enormous potential to offer all forms of non-

conventional and renewable energy sources (ERNC). In the 

Atacama Desert, the annual solar yield is 2400 kWh/m2 

(GHI). As a comparison, the average radiation in Germany 

is on average 950 kWh/m2. The world's highest solar 

irradiations make the installation of large-scale CSP/CST 

plants possible. Since 2008, the Chilean government has 

politically promoted the use of renewable energies. Chile 

has already exceeded its interim target of 20% non-

conventional renewable electricity generation (ERNC) by 

2025, way ahead of schedule. This steep growth in the 

share of renewables has been achieved through technology-

neutral tenders and without government subsidies.  

Including conventional large-scale hydropower, renewable 

sources already account for almost half of Chile's electricity 

generating capacity. The Chilean government wants to 

achieve 80% electricity generation from renewables by 

2030 and carbon neutrality by 2050.  

The mining industry in the north of the country accounts 

for over 50% of Chile's export economy (mainly copper 

and lithium). In the future, their high energy requirements 

are to be met increasingly by wind and solar power or 

"green" hydrogen from renewables. The expansion of 

variable wind and solar energy requires load management, 

intelligent grids, and innovative energy storage solutions 

such as thermal energy storage and pumped water storage.  

 

The German-Chilean Energy Partnership 

promotes dialogue between high-ranking political 

decision-makers from both countries, including industry 

representatives, associations, and research and financial 

institutions. Its aim is to support nationwide energy 

policies that ensure a sustainable, secure and affordable 

energy supply in Chile. 

 

Structure of the project 

The BMWK oversees the implementation process on the 

German side. Cooperation and negotiation partner on the 

Chilean side is the Ministry of Energy. The GIZ, as the 
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executive organization of the EP, has been successfully 

cooperating with the Chilean Ministry of Energy for more 

than 10 years. The German-Chilean Chamber of Industry 

and Commerce (AHK Chile) supports the work of the 

GIZ and contributes existing synergies from economic 

cooperation to the EP. 

 

Our focus 

The Energy Partnership advances the political dialogue 

between the two countries with the objective of 

establishing an in-depth exchange on how a sustainable 

transformation of the energy system is possible. The 

Energy Partnership also promotes the transfer of know-

how between the two countries. Besides its key players, the 

collaboration involves many public institutions, industrial 

players, associations, and research and financial institutions 

into the discussion. 

 

Activities 

High-level political meetings regularly take place between 

the two energy ministries. Specialist events take place to 

promote technical cooperation for the expansion of 

renewable energies and improved energy efficiency.  

Economic cooperation is intensified in workshops, training 

tours, private-public partnerships, and so on. With its 

activities, the Energy Partnership builds on existing energy 

projects and widens the scope for new synergies. energy 

potential will be used as a driver of economic development, 

among other things. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1: Solar power plant in central Chile 

 

Expected impacts 

The strategic dialogue between political and economic 

stakeholders in the Chilean and German energy sectors is 

established and anchored institutionally. Two working 

groups on the topics of coal phase-out and carbon-neutral 

innovations have been established. Since 2021, a task force 

has been working on sustainability criteria and certification 

of green hydrogen. Bilateral expert groups are deepening 

cooperation in the areas of digitalization, energy efficiency 

and energy planning. The results and findings from the 

cooperation are having an impact in both countries. 

Technology transfer and upgrade trainings stimulated by 

the Energy Partnership have further interconnected the 

markets for renewable energies and energy efficiency and 

have contributed to a sustainable energy transition. 

Strengthening energy startups boosts the sector's 

innovation potential. The activities strengthen the 

reputation of both countries as pioneers of the energy 

system transformation in the global context. 

Design/Layout etc.: 
Florian Kohlhammer, Michael Schmidt, Santiago/Chile 
 
Photo credits/sources: 
©Marlen Görner (GIZ Chile) 
©Hugo Muñoz (GIZ Chile) 
 
URL Links: 
Responsibility for the content of external websites linked in this publication al-
ways lies with their respective publishers. GIZ expressly dissociates itself from 
such content. 
 
GIZ is responsible for the content of this publication. 
 
Supported by: 
Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Climate ActionMinistry Berlin, Ger-
many 
 
Santiago, May 2022 

http://www.giz.de/

